Crook County Parks and Recreation District (CCPRD)

Adopt-A-Park Program Guidelines

Objective:

The purpose of the Adopt-A-Park program is to provide residents of Prineville and Crook County with an opportunity to control litter and improve the appearance of the districts parks system.  This is accomplished through the utilization of District Operating funds.  

CCPRD Provides:

Current contact name and phone number

Acknowledgement signs

Safety vests

Safety training/video

Litter bags

Flags for hazardous materials

Disposal of bagged litter

Adopter Provides:

Transportation

Grapplers or other “picking tools”

Appropriate clothes for the season and task

Sturdy footwear and gloves

Commitment:

The participant(s), committing to a period of one year or more, will sign an Adopt-A-Park “Statement of Commitment”.  This commitment includes the completion of park maintenance activities at least once a month during the committed year.  This frequency may be modified (increased or decreased) by the CCPRD Volunteer Coordinator dependent on the condition and appearance of the park.  Participants must also sign a liability waiver reflecting the participant’s awareness and acknowledgment of the potentially hazardous nature of the work involved and holding the District harmless during Adopt-A-Park activities.  Areas are available on a first come, first serve basis.  Each participant will be required to comply with and abide by all laws, rules, and regulations relating to safety and use of the parks and such other terms and conditions as may be required by the Park District for special conditions on a particular adopted area.  Individuals may be excluded from participation or the adoption canceled at the discretion of the Park District designee for violation of this section.  

Guidelines:

Adult supervision is required for participation of children under the age of 18.  A suggested ratio would be one adult per five individuals under this age.  

Before the first park activity, all participants must view a video tape concerning personal, group, and motorist safety issues.  Video tapes will be made available by the District.  

Participants must perform park maintenance one time prior to the installation of the adoption sign provided for the adoption duration. If this initial maintenance is not completed as needed, the adopter will be notified first by a phone call.  If a phone call is not successful, written notification will follow.  At that time, the adoption would be canceled and the adoption sign (if installed) will be removed; letting the public know that this park is available for adoption.  

Park maintenance shall not be done when there is snow, ice, or other adverse weather conditions.  When litter or leaf pickup is part of the activity, participants shall place filled bags grouped together in areas easily accessible and not blocking the sidewalk or bike path.   Participants shall notify the Park district a few days ahead of their anticipated site visit so that the filled bags may be scheduled for collection as soon as possible.  
Potentially hazardous objects shall be marked with a park district provided flag for special disposal.  Possible sources of contamination include disposable diapers, hypodermic needles, broken glass, condoms, spoiled food not in containers, fertilizer, flammable solvents, concentrated herbicides, insecticides, containers with unknown liquids, and dead animals.  

When participants are involved with park landscape maintenance, they shall work with the Parks Supervisor and/or Volunteer Coordinator to agree on the scope of planned work, specific requirements, and any limitations prior to the start of the project.  Generally the district will provide most supplies such as bags for weeds, plant materials, fertilizer, sod, seed, etc.  The amount and type supplies must comply with district purchasing agreements, policies and ordinances, and budgetary restrictions.  

All items found by participants during the course of their cleanup or landscape work must be turned into the district.  The district will follow established policies to try to determine the rightful owner.  

*We thank all our volunteers; you do make a difference.  

